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Period f™ep\T' NGDATE ° fthiSCOmmUnlCat ' 0r ' aPP "* ° OVershe twlt "^ correspondence address- 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH (S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ~ { } hK ° M 

" ^'siy VZ™?u* e t aVa [. ble U ? der J he P rovisions of 37 CFR 1 .136 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed ' 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication »>m r ,mm 

' " Te cTidlredffeS! 60 '^ 3b0Ve ' S l6SS tha " tWrty (30) daySl 8 reply W,,hln the Statutory minimum of thirf y (3°) davs w "' 
" ' f 'StSSSS^ " "* ^ Wi " apply and Wi " expire SIX < 6 > M0NTHS from « he ™«"8 date of this 

Status 31 '"' 6 10 reP ' y WitWn 0f 6Xtended Pefi0d reP ' y Wi "' ^ St3tUte ' C3USe the a PP"' cation t0 become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. S 133). 

1)D Responsive to communications) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) K Claim(s) 144 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) 1.8.17.18.29.34.40 and 42 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) 2-7.9-16. 19-2 8.30-33.35-39 and 41 is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

11) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved. 

1 2) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d). 
a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been: 

1. D received. 

2. D received in Application No. (Series Code / Serial Number) . 

3. D received in this National Stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

1 4) Q Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. & 1 1 9(e). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The information disclosure statement filed on 4/1 5/99 has been entered 
presented for examination. 

Claim Refections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 8, 17-18, 29, 34, 40, and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Walker et al. [herein Walker - 5,883,370]. 

Walker discloses an automated method for filling drug prescriptions. The method includes 
the step of reading the bar codes from a drug prescription and a bar code from a drug container. 
If a match is found, a confirmation label is printed and the drug is administered to the user. 
Though the step of removing the label and applying the label is not specifically mentioned, it 
would have been obvious to incorporate in the system. The modification is merely a design 
consideration which is not considered novel. 

Regarding claim 8, the confirmation label is printed in English. 

Regarding claim 17, see the discussions regarding claim 1. 

Regarding claim 18, the reader as taught by Walker is a bar code reader. 
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. Claims 1-44 are 
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Regarding claim 29, see the discussions regarding claim 1 . 
Regarding claims 34, 40 and 42, see the discussions regarding claim 1. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 2-7, 9-16, 19-28, 30-33, 35-39, 41 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thien Le whose telephone number is (703) 305-3500. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Donald T. Hajec, can be reached on (703) 308-4075. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned are (703) 308-7722, (703) 308-7724, (703) 308-7382, (703) 305-3431, and 305-3432. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956. 
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Primary Examiner 
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May 8, 2000 



